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The planned rallway extension from Rybachye tc Przhevalsk has only ecomcmic
significance. It would serve to take lumber out from the area around Lake
Issyk~Kul, vhere the "Tyan Shanskeya" €ir grows. Thege are the only forests
in Certral Asia. 1In 1939, comstruction was begun on a railway line from
Frunze. By 1941, the line had progresced only abuuz €0 kms to an electric
power station and iirigation capal near the town of Tekmek. The power station
needed materials which the railwvay was able %o bring. During 1941, the line
reached Bistrovka. It was extended tc Rybachye in 1947. Thae ebove route had
been included in the original plan. Subsequently, Soviet publicutions stuted
that “construction on a railway extension to Przhevelsk wvas begun in 1947 and
that the line would follow the north shore of Lake Issyk-Kul.
1f thi# stretch has been completed. It 1s not too important as the lake cen
be used t> transport lumber to Rybachye. The line is of local significance
(westuevo znachenie), singie track, and broad gsuge.

The Stalinabad-Kurgan Tyube-Nizhni Pysndzh railway line is defimitely narrow
gauge and single track. I{ is even less than "of loceal significance". It is
used to transport cotton. It may be sble to handle the equivalent of five

averag= railway freight cars.
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In regard to the road netwo : SSR, the wailn road is the
Tashkenut-Stalinabad highway It is a "government" road,

ie, considered of significance for all the USSR. The Stalinabad-Khorog
road is of "Republican’gsignificance. It follcws the north bank of the
PanJ River (called the Amu Darya further to the west). It is a dirt road,
although certain stretches have & hard surface merely because the road
vinds along rocky cliffs. It is four and one-hal? meters vide, ie,

one way. There is very little traffic on the rosd. It is closed by snow
from November to March. Administrative reasons were the main cause for
building the rosd, as prior to that time Khorog was not directly connected
vith Stalinabad, cepital of the Tadzhik SSR. Khorog is the capital of the
Gornc-Badakhshen Autonomous Oblast (the Panyr mountain area, known a8 the
Rim of the World), which is part of Tadzhikistan. The rosd also has some
strategic significance, becsuse there are airfields and radar stations near
Khorog.

A larger and older road ran from Osh south to Khorog. It vae a "government"
road and had & strategic significance btecause of its proxiwity to China end
Tibet. It wvas surfeced with gravel south to "Alsiskays Dalina" (Alai
Valley). The rosd was two lane for almost its entire length. At such points
a5 Ak-Baitel Pass, 4700 meters high, it was closed by snow during the winter.
Therefore, the road south of the pass wae closed from November to April. The
southern ssction is mostly dirt. There was little traffic. Only 3000 Pecple
iived in Khorog and there were very few vehicles,

The road from Samarkand to Stalinated wvas also a "government” route. Its
exact route was Semarkand- through the canyon of Ak Kapchigai-Depau-Yyrchi-
Stalinabad. It «3s open all year, except that it was izpassable for Cive
or six weeks during the winter because of rains. There vas oanly local
traffic. It was mostly a dict road, although a fev stretches wers swrfaced
with gravel. It was from six and one-half to seven weters wide, ie, a two
lane road.

In regard to any plans to link Kazakhstan or Kirghizia with Chinese Sinkiang
by rail and motor rcad, there were no-plans as of 1941 to connect the arsas in
qusstion by railway, as at that time there were nuo railways in that part of
China. I wcad in the Soviet prees recently, however, that two raii lines wvere
being built. The southern line was to be from Sary-Uzek in Kazakhstan and was
to follew a route along the norihern foothills which are a contiouation of the
Tien Shan mountain range to Urumchi. The rorthern line vas to run froe

Ayaguz in Kezakhstan through Chuguchak and along the southern edge of the
Altai mountains. .

It regard to motcr roads linking the areas in queation, there was the "govern-
merit” route frowm Ayaguz through Bakhty to Chuguchak in Sinkiang. Aysguz 15 &
statlon on the TurkSib Reiiwey. The length of the road cn the Soviet side of
the border was 202 kms. The rosd was begun in 1932 and completed in 1934, It
Y6 8 very good unifore road, nine weters wide {(two lane), and surfaced with
gravel all the way. It vag open all year., Two Lundred tsucke owned by the
Soviet Government were used on the rosd to bricg out Sinkiang hides and cotton.
The roud had been constructed to facilitate Soviet control of Sinkiang and to
veralt the bringing out of Sinkiang products. The USSR had regained control of
Sinkiang by about 1934 in a wilitary campaign vhich utilized C¢ivguised Soviet
troops. The Sovietz then used Chinese from Harbin vho were uniercover Commuaiste
to rule Sinkiang for the USSE. imegine that Peiping rov controls
$inkiang. .
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8. Another “government" wotor road connecting Kazakhstan with 8inkiang
vas begun in 1934 and comploted in about 1936. It ran from Sary-
Uzek (mnother station on the ParkBid Railvay) through rigpt (nov
cslled Panfilov) to Kuldje im Sinkiang. It vas a grevel-swr: o,
all weather, nine meter wide (two lans) rosd. The section of this road,
as vell as of the road mentioned in the preceding paragraph, whieh - '
vis in Sinkisng wes built by the Chinese. Truck transport was aliso wsed
on this route, but there were only 80 trucks. SR

9+« A third road branched off at the Taldyk pass from the Osh-Xhorog rosd in
Kirghizris. It brenched off about 180 km south of Osk, after Gulcha, to
Irkeshtem rghitis and then went on to Kashgar in Kaahgaris (Chima).
the mep in the Atlas -hovoxuhpruumto‘tlm.
Soviet suthorities ou the other hand referred to Kashgaria separately.
map used in this case was "Soviet Union of Russia”, pp 62-63, Joha
rtholomevw's Advanced Atlas of Modern Geography, 1950 editi . The
road vas a "Republicea" route and not too dwportent. It wes ra e 41201
cult route and there was not too much agricultural activity in the ares
through vhich it passed. There vas little traffic. For west of its
length it was a dirt road, although thers werc some sections surfaced vith
gravel. It vas an all veather, tvo lane ioad.
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